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Influences into Kentucky Music

▪ Country Life and Farming

▪ City Life

▪ Industrial Jobs – Truck Driving, Riverboats, Coal Mining

▪ Times of War

▪ Religion/Church Hymnals

▪ Sports

▪ Storytelling and Family Traditions



Kentucky’s Music Roots

• Fiddle Jigs & Reels Tunes

• Folk Songs

• Stories

• Square Dancing and Clogging

• Ballads

• Shape-Note Singing

Scottish & 
Irish 

Tradition

• Banjo, Percussion

• Harmony & Acapella Singing

• Spiritual Singing

• Call & Response Patterns

African 
Influence



Evolution of Recorded Sound



Kentucky Songs You Should Know

▪ My Old Kentucky Home – Stephen Foster

– Click here for UK Pep Band Version

▪ Blue Moon of Kentucky – Bill Monroe

▪ Coal Miner’s Daughter – Loretta Lynn

▪ Dumas Walker – Kentucky Headhunters

▪ Ghost of Floyd Collins – Black Stone Cherry

▪ I’m Going Back to Old Kentucky – Osborne Brothers

▪ Man of Constant Sorrow – Written by Dick Burnett/Beull Kazee

▪ Hindman – Sundy Best

▪ Paradise – John Prine

▪ You’ll Never Leave Harlan Alive – Darrell Scott/Patty Loveless/Brad Paisley/Montgomery Gentry

https://open.spotify.com/track/0ZZ0NNASuZMbLLPIMguyji?si=c5ac239dfbe2479c
https://open.spotify.com/track/0ZZ0NNASuZMbLLPIMguyji?si=c5ac239dfbe2479c
https://open.spotify.com/track/484iGXopQpoXr1KlARvnOL?si=f19b7a6e353f4bea
https://open.spotify.com/track/484iGXopQpoXr1KlARvnOL?si=f19b7a6e353f4bea
https://open.spotify.com/track/6XHbYnwTB7YoSV4TLeycuB?si=2060a7c26ffb4886
https://open.spotify.com/track/6XHbYnwTB7YoSV4TLeycuB?si=2060a7c26ffb4886
https://open.spotify.com/track/3mM14WXoPaLRjjkmxHe99L?si=b1bb37b3c2404b65
https://open.spotify.com/track/3mM14WXoPaLRjjkmxHe99L?si=b1bb37b3c2404b65
https://open.spotify.com/track/30WzaYR4gc3U7wv1VWFP5y?si=8600b2c9dfef44eb
https://open.spotify.com/track/30WzaYR4gc3U7wv1VWFP5y?si=8600b2c9dfef44eb
https://open.spotify.com/track/3FAssjLOEEuJ9JnO4dczWU?si=1b606f86590f4618
https://open.spotify.com/track/3FAssjLOEEuJ9JnO4dczWU?si=1b606f86590f4618
https://open.spotify.com/track/2oFJ9pVbQNYkD6wZeP67y9?si=eeaaf29407204249
https://open.spotify.com/track/2oFJ9pVbQNYkD6wZeP67y9?si=eeaaf29407204249
https://open.spotify.com/track/2oFJ9pVbQNYkD6wZeP67y9?si=eeaaf29407204249
https://open.spotify.com/track/6NfXJzeyMsV48pM6zegv0s?si=7c6391c1649a4138
https://open.spotify.com/track/6NfXJzeyMsV48pM6zegv0s?si=7c6391c1649a4138
https://open.spotify.com/track/5dRKTSgzPWFCMJLGYBUxdk?si=2909c51b8a2b4e65
https://open.spotify.com/track/5dRKTSgzPWFCMJLGYBUxdk?si=2909c51b8a2b4e65
https://open.spotify.com/track/47QsP5uPZp3he5UrVsK8bs?si=efb42cb601864791
https://open.spotify.com/track/47QsP5uPZp3he5UrVsK8bs?si=efb42cb601864791
https://open.spotify.com/track/5VcSOvhYeR0Jg50aD1qQcl?si=6df8ae0bcf264133
https://open.spotify.com/track/1KL82DZju7EN0Jpolg6CwD?si=eb71fdd0b4884f4b
https://open.spotify.com/track/1KL82DZju7EN0Jpolg6CwD?si=eb71fdd0b4884f4b
https://open.spotify.com/track/1jXwAcva0xhC09Vc1hf4pF?si=64bbcde235054638
https://open.spotify.com/track/5JLes1sG22151PpmbnxH4W?si=8dd28790ceb54674


Kentucky Songwriters

▪ Aaron Raitiere

▪ Adrien Belew

▪ Angaleena Presley

▪ Anne Wilson

▪ Ashley Gorley

▪ Athena Cage

▪ Chris Stapleton

▪ Colton Bowlin

▪ Dottie Rambo

▪ Emily Jamerson

▪ Gary Stewart

▪ Jack Harlow

▪ Jackie DeShannon

▪ Jean Ritchie

▪ Jerry Chesnut

▪ Jim James

▪ Josh Osborne

▪ Keith Whitley

▪ Kent Blazy

▪ Larnell Harris

▪ Lee Thomas Miller

▪ Mary Travers

▪ Nappy Roots

▪ Nicholas Jamerson

▪ Norro Wilson

▪ Patty Loveless

▪ Rebecca Lynn Howard

▪ Sturgill Simpson

▪ Tom T. Hall

▪ Tyler Childers



Key People
To Know

• Bill Monroe

• Father of Bluegrass Music

• Arnold Schultz

• Taught Bill Monroe how to play

• Merle Travis

• Thumbpicking Guitar Style

• Loretta Lynn

• Queen of Country Music

• Everly Brothers

• Pioneers of Country-Rock Blend

• Todd Duncan

• Pioneer in Jazz/Broadway Music

• Exile

• First country – pop band crossover

• John Lair

• Renfro Valley Entertainment Center



More Musicians 
from Kentucky

• Rosemary Clooney

• Dottie Rambo

• Backstreet Boys

• Keith Whitley

• The Judds

• Black Stone Cherry

• Chris Kael

• Sturgill Simpson

• Sundy Best



Legendary KY Music Places

▪ Appalshop

▪ Austin City Saloon

▪ Bobby Mackey’s Honky Tonk

▪ Dumas Walkers

▪ Jenny Wiley Theater

▪ Kentucky Opry

▪ Lexington Opera House

▪ Lincoln Jamboree

▪ Louisville Palace Theater

▪ Lyric Theater

▪ Mountain Arts Center

▪ Paramount Arts Center

▪ Pioneer Playhouse

▪ Renfro Valley Entertainment 
Center 

▪ Rosine Barn Jamboree

https://appalshop.org/
https://appalshop.org/
https://www.austincitysaloon.com/
https://www.austincitysaloon.com/
http://www.bobbymackey.com/
http://www.bobbymackey.com/
http://www.bobbymackey.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dumas-Walkers/375856829141443
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dumas-Walkers/375856829141443
https://parks.ky.gov/explore/jenny-wiley-state-resort-park-7791
https://parks.ky.gov/explore/jenny-wiley-state-resort-park-7791
https://kentuckyopry.com/
https://kentuckyopry.com/
https://www.centralbankcenter.com/lexington-opera-house
https://www.centralbankcenter.com/lexington-opera-house
https://www.thelincolnjamboree.com/
https://www.thelincolnjamboree.com/
https://www.louisvillepalace.com/
https://www.louisvillepalace.com/
https://historiclyric.com/
https://historiclyric.com/
https://macarts.com/
https://macarts.com/
https://www.paramountashland.com/
https://www.paramountashland.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://renfrovalley.com/
https://renfrovalley.com/
https://renfrovalley.com/
https://rosinebarn.com/
https://rosinebarn.com/
https://rosinebarn.com/


Legendary KY Music Festivals

▪ Bourbon & Beyond (Louisville)

▪ Celebration of Traditional Music Festival (Berea)

▪ Great American Brass Band (Danville)

▪ Kentucky Blues Music Festival (Mt. Vernon) 

▪ Laurel Cove Music Festival (Pineville)

▪ Louder Than Life (Louisville)

▪ Masters Musicians Festival (Somerset)

▪ Osborne Brothers Hometown Festival (Hyden)

▪ Poppy Mountain Music Festival (Morehead)

▪ Railbird (Lexington)

▪ ROMP (Owensboro)

▪ Seedtime on the Cumberland (Whitesburg)

▪ WC Handy Blues & BBQ Festival (Henderson)

https://bourbonandbeyond.com/
https://bourbonandbeyond.com/
https://www.berea.edu/centers/loyal-jones-appalachian-center/events-2/annual-celebration-of-traditional-music
https://www.berea.edu/centers/loyal-jones-appalachian-center/events-2/annual-celebration-of-traditional-music
https://gabbf.org/
https://gabbf.org/
https://gabbf.org/
https://gabbf.org/
http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
http://www.laurelcovemusicfestival.com/
http://www.laurelcovemusicfestival.com/
https://louderthanlifefestival.com/
https://louderthanlifefestival.com/
https://mastermusiciansfestival.org/
https://mastermusiciansfestival.org/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Osborne-Brothers-Hometown-Festival-100057056876471/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Osborne-Brothers-Hometown-Festival-100057056876471/
https://www.poppymountainmusicfestival.com/
https://www.poppymountainmusicfestival.com/
https://www.railbirdfest.com/
https://www.railbirdfest.com/
https://www.rompfest.com/
https://www.rompfest.com/
https://wmmt.org/about/seedtime-on-the-cumberland
https://wmmt.org/about/seedtime-on-the-cumberland
https://handyblues.org/
https://handyblues.org/


Field Trip Ideas

KY Music Hall of 
Fame & Museum

Appalshop
Appalachian 

Artisan Center in 
Hindman

Butcher Holler 
(Homeplace of 
Loretta Lynn & 
Crystal Gayle) 

Bluegrass Music 
Hall of Fame & 

Museum

Bill Monroe 
Museum in Rosine

Bill Monroe 
Homeplace in 

Rosine

CMH23 Country 
Music Highway & 

Museum

Frazier Museum in 
Louisville

Kentucky Museum 
at WKU

Merle Travis Center 
in Powderly

Muhlenburg County 
Music Museum in 

Central City

Museum of the 
Mountain Dulcimer 

in Hindman

Rosemary Clooney 
House



Kentucky Music 
Hall of Fame
& Museum

Exit 62 off I-75
Less than an hour south of Lexington

Open Daily
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM



What We Offer
• Guided Tours

• Music Memorabilia

• Interactive Displays

• Live Performances

• Meal Options



Bonus
• Teachers FREE ADMISSION

• Chaperones FREE ADMISSION

• Bus Driver FREE ADMISSION

* Meals are extra per person *



Special Add-Ons
Live 45-Minute Performance

Meal (Lunch or Dinner)



What You Will Experience



Low Cost Opportunities
for Students & Families

• Teach Art Together Grant
• Art Miles Grant Fund
More Info at artscouncil.ky.gov

• Reduced admission rates for those with 
SNAP/EBT cards 

• More info at www.museums4all.org

* Kentucky Music Hall of Fame & Museum Participates with Both!

artscouncil.ky.gov
http://www.museums4all.org/


Resources

▪ Kentucky Music Hall of Fame & Museum in Mt. Vernon, KY

▪ Berea College Special Collections and Archives

▪ Berea College Loyal Jones Appalachian Center

– The Appalachian Artifacts Teaching Collection

▪ Kentucky Digital Library

▪ Kentucky History Center

▪ Kentucky Museum at Western Kentucky University

▪ University of Kentucky Louie B Nunn Center for Oral History

http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
https://libraryguides.berea.edu/aboutsca/aboutarchivalcollections
https://libraryguides.berea.edu/aboutsca/aboutarchivalcollections
https://www.berea.edu/centers/loyal-jones-appalachian-center
https://www.berea.edu/centers/loyal-jones-appalachian-center
https://ljacatc.berea.edu/pawtucket/
https://ljacatc.berea.edu/pawtucket/
https://kdl.kyvl.org/
https://kdl.kyvl.org/
https://history.ky.gov/
https://history.ky.gov/
https://www.wku.edu/kentuckymuseum/
https://www.wku.edu/kentuckymuseum/
https://libraries.uky.edu/locations/special-collections-research-center/louie-b-nunn-center-oral-history
https://libraries.uky.edu/locations/special-collections-research-center/louie-b-nunn-center-oral-history


Stay in Touch!
Jessica Blankenship, Executive Director
Kentucky Music Hall of Fame & Museum

PO BOX 1467
2590 Richmond Street
Mt. Vernon, KY 40456
Phone: 606-256-1000

Email: jessica@kentuckymusichalloffame.com
www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com

Facebook | Instagram | Tiktok
@kentuckymusichalloffame

http://www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com/
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